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•^BOOIf-M]OTICES.-<- 



S¥EIAN STONE-LORE.* 



The many discoveries made within the last quarter of a century, the results 
of archseological study during this period, as they stand related to the country of 
Syria, more especially Palestine, are presented in this book. It is written to 
answer the question. What is known about Syria outside of the Bible ? The pe- 
culiar situation of Syria, so closely related to other nations,— Egypt, Babylonia, 
Assyria, Asia Minor, Phoenicia, — renders it possible to make use, directly or indi- 
rectly, of the large amount of material which has been collected during late years. 
There are taken up in order, the Canaanites, the Phoenicians, the Hebrews, Jews 
and Samaritans, the Greek age, the Herodian age, the Eoman age, the Byzantine 
age, the Arab Conquest, the Crusaders. Three maps accompany the work, one 
of Syria, 1300 B. C, a second of Syria, 500 A. D., and the third of Syria, 1180 
A. D. The writer acknowledges freely his indebtedness to other scholars. He 
seems, however, to lean too heavily on Lenormant, who, at best, and especially 
in minute matters, is scarcely trustworthy. Comparatively little aid has been 
drawn from German sources. 

It is with " archaeology and social conditions, with monuments and customs, 
rather than with annals and books " that the volume deals. The study of such a 
work must, of necessity, strengthen one's belief in the truth and integrity of our 
biblical literature. Questions, it is true, are sometimes raised which leave one in 
suspense ; but, in general, the Bible is found to be vindicated, so far as it is pos- 
sible for archaeological criticism to corroborate. There is an apparent conflict 
going on between the external and internal evidence relating to the character of 
Old Testament history. Mr. Conder's work is of the external nature ; the literary 
or higher criticism is of an internal nature. Will both come out at the same 
place ? While Mr. Conder is thought by scholars to be sometimes too hasty in his 
conclusions, the present work contains little with which the general consensus of 
opinion would not agree. In his recent attack upon Wellhausen, in the Contem- 
porary Beoiew, and in his recent announcement that he has discovered the key to 
the Hittite inscriptions, Mr. Conder has placed himself in positions from which 
much will be expected. The desire of every biblical and oriental student should 
look towards the multiplication of such books as that now under consideration. 



ABRAHAM, JOSEPH AND MOSES IN EG¥PT.t 



In this interesting volume the author aims to fix the position of Abraham, 
Joseph and Moses in Egypt's history. With what dynasty, with what Pharaoh 
did these patriarchs come into relation ? The author has collected much valuable 
material. A fuller notice of the book will appear later. The plate (p. 287) of 
Thothmes III., the probable Pharaoh in the time of Joseph, is taken from this 
book by the kindness of the publishers. 

* Syrian Stone-Lorb, or, The Monumental History of Palestine. By Claude Beginer Con- 
der, R. B. Published for the Committee of the Palestine Exploration Fund. Nfew York: Scrib- 
ner&Welford. 1887. 8vo,pp. 472. 

t Abkaham, Joseph and Moses in Egypt. Being a course of lectures delivered before the 
Theological Seminary, Princeton, N. J., by Rev. Alfred H. Kellogg, D. T>., of Philadelphia. New 
York: A'Mon D. F. Randolph & Co. 8vo, pp. 160. Price, $1.50. 



